Hoof Nipper

[£] Description

A Hoof Nipper is a powerful, plier-like tool designed to trim and shape the hard outer wall of an
animal's hoof. With long handles and strong, sharp blades, it gives farriers, veterinarians, and livestock
handlers the leverage and precision needed to remove overgrown hoof material safely and efficiently.
It's one of the primary tools used in hoof maintenance for large animals, especially horses and cattle.

> Specification

e Cutting Jaw Width: 2.5-5 cm

e Overall Length: 3040 cm

¢ Jaw Type: Flat-edged or slightly curved

¢ Action Mechanism: Manual leverage-based

e Handle Type: Long, straight or contoured

e Grip: Smooth metal or rubber-coated (in modern versions)

o Weight: Approx. 1-2 kg depending on size and material

[, Sizes

e 14 inch (35 cm): Compact and lightweight for precision work
e 15 inch (38 cm): Standard farrier size

e 16 inch (40 cm): Heavy-duty trimming for larger animals or thick hoofs

€@ Shapes

e Blades:
o Straight-edge blades (for general hoof trimming)
o Slightly curved edge (for cleaner corner trimming)
e Handles:
o Parallel straight handles

o Tapered with ergonomic curve (some premium versions)



€3 Types
o Standard Hoof Nipper
e Spring-Loaded Nipper (auto-return action)
e Racehorse/Light-Duty Nipper (slimmer for precision trimming)
o Heavy-Duty Nipper (for large breeds like draft horses or bulls)

e Left or Right Bias Edge (optional, rare)

& Material
e Blades & Body:
o Drop-forged carbon steel
o Hardened stainless steel (for rust resistance)
e Handles:
o Solid steel (powder-coated or chrome-plated)

o Optional rubber/plastic grips for anti-slip hold

7] Category

e Hoof Care Instruments
e Veterinary Orthopaedic Tools
e Farrier Essentials

e Large Animal Tools

(@ Product Form

e Sold individually
¢ Some models include blade guard
o Part of hoof trimming kits with knife, rasp, and file

e Usually non-sterile, factory-oiled

Usage

Used to clip off the hard wall of the hoof that overgrows naturally. It helps restore proper hoof shape,
allows for balanced weight distribution, and prevents issues like hoof cracking, lameness, and joint
strain. Also used to prepare hooves for shoeing or further treatment.



Advantages

e Strong cutting force for minimal hand effort

e Clean, controlled hoof shaping

e Available in multiple sizes for tailored use

e Durable materials for long-term farm and clinic use

e Reduces risk of overgrowth-related injuries in animals

XK Disadvantages

e Incorrect use can damage hoof or injure animal
e Heavy tool may cause hand fatigue if used long without rest
¢ Needs regular sharpening or replacement if blade chips

e Not effective for soft hoof sole or inner cavity — only wall trimming

/\ Precautions
e Ensure animal is properly restrained
¢ Do not cut too deep — risk of cutting into sensitive laminae
e Use both hands for controlled trimming
e Sharpen blades regularly and keep away from moisture

e Clean thoroughly between animals to avoid contamination

[ull HS / HSN Code

e HSN 9018: Veterinary surgical instruments

e HSN 82015000: Cutting tools including hoof nippers and trimmers

ap Handling

o Always grip with both hands at the base of handles for max leverage
e Use smooth, even pressure — don’t jerk or force
o Store with blade guard on

¢ QOil blades after use to prevent rust



& Sterilization Details

e Wipe down blades with antiseptic solution or alcohol

Do not autoclave (can affect hinge and edge alignment)

Dry thoroughly before storage

Apply rust-protective oil lightly if unused for long periods

8 Veterinary Application

Extensively used by veterinarians and hoof care professionals for routine hoof trims, corrective
trimming, and treatment prep in horses, cattle, goats, and sheep. Ensures proper foot posture and
reduces risk of hoof-related infections or mobility issues.

f Human Application

Not intended for human medical use, but used by human-operated farriers, farm workers, and animal
caretakers for managing livestock hoof care professionally and safely.

? Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

1.What is a hoof nipper used for?
It trims the tough, outer wall of hooves in livestock and equines.

2.1s it the same as a hoof cutter?
Not exactly — hoof cutters may refer to larger or different trimming tools; nippers are precise and used
for the outer hoof wall.

3.Can it be used for small animals?
Only if hoofed — otherwise not recommended for pets like dogs or cats.

4.How often should I trim hooves?
Usually every 6—8 weeks, depending on breed, usage, and environment.

5.How do I sharpen hoof nippers?
Use a diamond file or get them professionally serviced to maintain blade alignment and edge.



